[Modern views on pneumococcal infections in infants and toddlers].
Pneumococci colonize the upper respiratory tract predominantly in sucklings and toddlers. By means of their factors of virulence (capsule, ahesines, peptidoglycan, and polysaccharides of the capsule, cytoplasmic membrane enzymes) they can either avoid or impair the immunity mechanisms causing thus severe infections especially in children younger than three years of age and in patients with immunity defects. Regarding the possibility of occurrence of pneumococci with altered susceptibility to penicillin and some other drugs (erythromycin, cotrimaxazol, ceftriaxon, chloramphenicol, tetracycline) it is necessary to treat severe pneumococcal infections on the basis of in vitro detected susceptibility.